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You have finished a week of final assignments and 
exams, when, exhausted, you realize you forgot an 
entire essay you were supposed to write for your 

eleventh grade social studies class.

Scrambling, you come across an essay produced by a student 
at a nearby school. You use this essay as inspiration for your 

own, changing some wording throughout so that the two 
versions are not identical.



Would you submit this essay as your own? 

n = 431 students
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Study 1a - Reported Self-Use



Would you submit this essay as your own? 
Study 1b - Reported Self-Use

n = 882 students
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Is this plagiarism?
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How unethical is this?

Entirely 
identical

Highly 
similar

What you 
saw earlier

Somewhat 
different

n = 1032 American residents

Study 2 - Third-party judgments 
Is this plagiarism?
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Why?

• Doesn’t seem to differences in perceptions of legality

• Doesn’t seem to be differences in perceptions of effort

Plagiarism

Misrepresentin
g yourself

Violating 
someone else’s 

ownership

Studies 3-4 - Mechanisms

• Doesn’t seem to be differences in concerns about misrepresenting oneself

• Instead, it seems to be driven be different intuitions about ownership



What if they were?
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Imagine a future, one hundred years from now, in which we share the world 
with both sentient and non-sentient robots. The sentient robots are not only 

able to think like humans, but feel like them too—experiencing a rich emotional 
life full of love, sadness, ambition and jealousy…

n = 749 American residents

Study 5 - Science Fiction Science 



Conclusions

• This is an fast moving field; attitudes are liable to change quickly

• But for right now, we should be wary of relying on students’ intuitive sense of 
moral wrongness

• Instead, we should:

• (A) be sure to make explicit to students what the rules—and punishments—
are

• (B) find creative ways of working with LLMs while preserving the educational 
benefits of writing 


