


CANVAS MOBILE APP Neil Armitage
Sessional Instructor
Department of Sociology



MAIN PAGE



ASSIGNMENTS & SUBMISSIONS



BLOGS



ANNOUNCEMENTS



CANVAS GROUPS Debbie Dergousoff
Sessional Instructor
Department of Sociology



USING RUBRICS IN CANVAS Arlene Sindelar
Senior Instructor
Department of HistoryMaking the most of it



Syllabus & Instructions





Assignments



Create the Rubric







Add Criterion



Arrange Rubrics 
easy for marking







Rubric Manager



Rubric Manager



• Assignment Portal
• Student sees rubric 



Unmarked essay: instructor’s view on SpeedGrader



Instructor’s view of essay and Rubric on SpeedGrader



Marking the essay by the Rubrics - instructor’s view



Rubrics saved, comments submitted - instructor’s view



Graded essay - instructor’s view



Subsequent submission – instructor’s view



What the  
student sees



What the  
student sees



What the  
student sees



Student view



Student view



Student view



Student view



CANVAS GRADEBOOK Kyle Frackman
Assistant Professor of Germanic Studies
Department of Central, Eastern, & 
Northern European Studies

























CANVAS QUIZZES Qian Wang
Director of the Chinese Language 
Program and Senior Instructor
Department of Asian Studies



USING CANVAS QUIZZES FOR LANGUAGE TEACHING
Midterm & Final Written 

Exams
Exercises (Preview & 

Review)
Quizzes
Different focuses:
vocabulary, sentence, paragraph (text), grammar
 Language skills: 
Listening and Reading (input), Speaking and Writing (output)
Level of control: 
Fixed; Controlled; Free



EXERCISES AND QUIZZES
Vocabulary: 
 1. Choose the correct form (character or Pinyin) OR Meaning(English) (Matching);
 2. Write out the correct form (Fill in the Blank); 
 3. Choose the correct words to complete the paragraph (Fill in multiple Blanks)
Sentence: 
 4. Sentence Dictation (Fill in the Blank); 
 5. Reading-aloud of sentences (Essay: requesting uploading of audio)
Paragraph:
 6. Listening/Reading comprehension (True/False; Multiple Choice; Fill in the Blank);
 7. Answer Questions based on textbook dialogue (Essay: requesting uploading of audio);
 8. Essay Writing (Essay requesting uploading of writing or direct typing)
Grammar: 
 9. Translation (Filling in the blank; Multiple Choice)



Vocabulary: Audio/English Matching

Listen to the recording and select the right English meaning. Before you do this exercise, 
please study Textbook vocabulary.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/285/quizzes/1184/take?preview=1

• Language skills: 
Listening

• Level of control: 
Fixed

• Only Used in 
Exercise



Vocabulary: Fill in the blank

In this exercise, you will be asked to type out the character(s) on the 1st line, Pinyin on the 
2nd line, and tone number on the 3rd line for a given English word.

Note: You may get different questions every time at different attempts since these 
questions are randomly selected from a question. You are encouraged to do this exercise 
multiple as possible in order to master all the vocabulary.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/285/quizzes/1171/take?preview=1

• Language skills: 
Writing/Typing

• Level of control: 
Fixed

• Used in both 
Exercise and Quiz.



Vocabulary: Complete the paragraph with the correct words

Choose the appropriate words to complete the paragraph. Each word can only be used 
once.  

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/543/quizzes/9003/take?preview=1

• Language skills: 
Reading

• Level of control: 
Controlled

• Used in Quiz and 
Exam



Sentence: Sentence Dictation

Listen to the recording for each question and type out the sentence. All sentences are 
directly chosen from the textbook.

No punctuation and no space needed. Combine everything you hear into one continuous 
sentence. For example, if you hear “我是学生，你呢？” please type “我是学生你呢” into 
the blank.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/285/quizzes/1456/take?preview=1

• Language skills: 
Listening

• Level of control: 
Fixed

• Both Exercise and 
Quiz.



Sentence: Read out the selected sentences

Listen to the recording and repeat after it. When you are ready, press the “record” button to 
record your own reading. You can submit your recording as many times as you want, but 
your TA will only grade your last attempt.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/287/quizzes/3207/take?preview=1

• Language skills:
Reading/Speaking

• Level of control: 
Fixed

• Used only in 
Exercise.



Paragraph: TextbookDialogue Reading/Listening Comprehension

This exercise is designated for training your reading/listening comprehension.Before 
doing this exercise, you should read/listen to the textbook.
 May add prerequisite to require listening of the resources.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/285/quizzes/354/take?preview=1
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/287/quizzes/3117/take?preview=1

• Language skills: Listening or Reading 
or Reading and Writing.

• Level of control: Fixed/Controlled
• Used in Exercise and Exam



Paragraph: Listen to the questions and record your answers.

Listen to each question and record your answer to the question. You can listen to each 
question as many times as you want and you can submit your answers as many times as 
you want, but your TA will only grade your last attempt.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/287/quizzes/3650/take?preview=1

• Language skills: 
Listening and 
Speaking

• Level of control: 
Controlled

• Used only in 
Exercise.



Paragraph: Essay Topic：买名牌 Buying Brand Names (Two drafts accepted)

Content and Structure Requirements: …

Possible Interview Questions: …

Required expressions and grammatical terms: …

Other Instruction:
 You are going to submit two drafts.
 The first draft is due on Tuesday, Nov 07 11:59pm. Feedback for your first draft will be return to 

you by Friday Nov.10, 11:59pm. The second draft is due on Tuesday, Nov. 14. 11:59 on Canvas.

* Please do not ask your teacher or TA to read your entire essay. If you are not sure of a sentence or 
expression, it is ok to check with your instructor. Your teacher will provide as much feedback as 
possible for your first draft and it is your responsibility to edit your essay based on the feedback.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/543/quizzes/17944/take?preview=1

• Language skills: Writing (Speaking required for this one, too)
• Level of control: Free
• Used in Exercise and Exam.



Grammar: Grammar Translation
In this exercise, you will be asked to translate English sentences into Chinese. All the sentences used 
in this exercise are directly extracted from the “Grammar” section after each dialogue. Please read 
through the grammar section in your textbook carefully and make sure that your answer is exactly 
the same as provided by the textbook.

No punctuation and no space needed and allowed. Combine everything into one continuous 
sentence. For example, if you want to type “我是学生，你呢？” please type “我是学生你呢”. Please 
note, any extra punctuation, space, or typo will lead your answer to be marked as wrong by the 
system.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/285/quizzes/1160/take?preview=1

• Language skills: 
Writing

• Level of control: 
Controlled

• Exercise and Exam



Grammar: Grammar Translation Multiple Choice
In this exercise, you will be asked to choose the correct Chinese translation for the English sentence. 
Most of the sentences used in this exercise are directly extracted from the “Grammar” section in 
your textbook. Please read through the “Grammar” section of your textbook carefully before you do 
this exercise.

Please note that there might be more than one correct answer for the question. You have to check 
ALL the correct translations. For example, 

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/287/quizzes/3642/take?preview=1

• Language skills: 
None

• Level of control: 
Controlled

• Used in Exercise 
and Exam.



MIDTERM AND FINAL WRITTEN EXAM
 Exam Questions: 
 Similar to exercises and quizzes
Mock Test
 Practical concerns
Hardware: Student’ own computer. Borrow a few extra computers as backup.
 Software: Preventing cheating with Respondus Lockdown System (RLS)
Accommodating students with special needs
Reducing risks of technical problems
Divide the whole exam into two or three parts.
Have paper copy of the exam ready.
Audio should be played by invigilator.

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/543/modules

https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/543/quizzes/22353/take?preview=1
https://canvas.ubc.ca/courses/543/quizzes/22354/take?preview=1



ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES
1. increase the amount of practice for students without increasing the 
amount of work for instructors.

2. increase consistency in teaching: multiple sections using the same 
exercises, quizzes, and exams
Use Blueprint 

3. allow for flexibility for students
Multiple attempts

4. keep record of student learning
 Learning analytics

5. time-consuming at the beginning

6. technical difficulties



BLUEPRINTING AND 
COMMONS IN CANVAS

6 Canvas Tools in 60 Minutes Presentation

J O N A T H A N  L  G R A V E S ,  V A N C O U V E R  S C H O O L  O F  E C O N O M I C S
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CANVAS IS FLEXIBLE
Canvas gives you unprecedented control over :
• How your courses appear to students
• How your course content is delivered to students

This gives you the ability to:
• Make visually appealing course sites within Canvas
• Organize your course site to reflect how you teach

Problem: creating beautiful, functional course pages takes time and effort
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OUR CHALLENGE: LACK OF UNIFORMITY
At the VSE we have a wide variety of instructional designs
• Lots of different instructors with different styles
• Different content, course structures, etc.
• Different technical abilities, time available to commit 

We share common goals for a system like Canvas
• Deliver teaching material to students effectively
• Get our courses running smoothly, quickly: the “good stuff”

Problem: How can we use Canvas to achieve these goals?
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SOLUTION: BLUEPRINTING + COMMONS

Canvas’ flexibility allowed us to create dynamic “blueprints” for 
course pages or entire courses

• Provide instructors with ready-to-use course homepages
• Provide alternatives for different pedagogical styles or needs
• Give tips and support within Canvas itself

Analogy: PowerPoint templates → just select a page layout and go!
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THREE KEY BENEFITS

1. Create a unified visual language for our school
• Creates consistency for students, branding for you

2. Share best practices for course design and structure
• Prevents duplication of effort, improves teaching effectiveness

3. Get courses ready-to-go on Canvas quickly
• Set-up is quick and easy, less technical overhead
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EXAMPLE: VSE 
COURSE HOMEPAGE

1

1

2
2

3 3

Consistent, personalized 
header structure

Instructions and wayfinding 
tools including Quick-Start 
Guide

Suggestions for how to use 
Commons
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CANVAS COMMONS

• We link our template to 
Canvas Commons

• This allows you to share tools 
you’ve built on Canvas with 
other users

• We share templates for 
courses with different 
structures

• Instructors import a template to 
get started
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1
1 Functional module links to 

examples 

• Users can import Commons 
uploads to their courses

• Applies all of the Commons 
upload’s elements to their 
course

2
2 Examples of different types 

of Canvas objects
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• This extends to not just to homepage but the entire structure

• In our weekly structure, we have pre-defined weeks and sections

• These are integrated with things like the gradebook
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WHAT GOES ON CANVAS COMMONS?
• Basically anything that would be a good tool to share!
• Course templates

• Layouts or styles of courses you commonly teach
• Example: a weekly format for an online course

• Modules or Units common across courses or sections
• Example: a plagiarism and academic writing module
• Example: a set of video lectures for a flipped classroom
• At the VSE we’ve been developing shared modules 

across our senior seminars to help get students up to 
speed quickly with material

• Assignments or Quizzes
• Example: a library-skills and use quiz
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WRAPPING UP

• We use Canvas’ flexibility to improve learning outcomes + save 
time

• Provide guidance and encourage best practices

• Developed shared resources across courses or sections

• Develop interdisciplinary connections + new ways to deliver 
content
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