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FNIS 100 - The Big Idea Project 
 
Purpose:  
One of the primary tasks (and pleasures!) for a scholar of any field or discipline is to carefully examine an idea, a question, a 
hypothesis, or a challenge, and to emerge from that quest with a richer and more profound sense of its significance, value, context(s), 
and/or consequence. Most of the time you will not know where that journey will take you; indeed, you will very likely be surprised 
along the way! Big ideas often start as small questions and expand outward as the scholar expands the connections and contexts, and 
what began as a simple question can become a life’s work. This assignment is designed to: guide you through the development of your 
own big idea as it relates to the topics, readings, lectures, presentations, and discussions from FNIS100; deepen your understanding of 
both the theory and practice of Indigenous Studies as an academic field; help you connect your own interests and concerns to the 
larger questions of the course; and develop your critical, analytical, and writing skills. 
 
ePortfolios: 
As a part of your Big Idea project, you will create a type of website called an ePortfolio, which will be hosted on UBC servers. Your 
ePortfolio will be your platform for publicly sharing your best work in this course. But your ePortfolio is not limited to FNIS100. As 
you move through your degree, other courses you take may require you to update and add to your ePortfolio; you may also choose to 
make your website your own showcase for your creative and intellectual path. Through your ePortfolio, you can illustrate your most 
important achievements, integrate your coursework with your learning experiences outside of the classroom, and share your skills and 
knowledge with your family, your kinship circle, your friends and classmates, your present and future professors, and your potential 
employers. By the end of the semester, you will have produced a piece of digital storytelling, which you will have crafted, revised, and 
edited with attention to this broad audience of people beyond the FNIS100 classroom.  
 
Your ePortfolio will help you to make connections across the 40+ courses you take as you progress in your degree, will allow you to 
track your intellectual development as you compare your work from one year to the next, and, ultimately, will enable you to better 
communicate what and how you have learned at UBC. Your ePortfolio is a website that you can keep for the rest of your studies, 
allowing you to craft the story of your intellectual journey; after your degree, you can export its content to your own webpage.  
 
To read more about how to set up an ePortfolio, and to see examples of this type of website, visit http://eportfolios.sites.olt.ubc.ca/  
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Big Idea Project Parts and Due Dates 
 
Due date:   Scaffolded assignment ePortfolio design 
September 20  Part 1: List of three potential big ideas 

 
Provide a list of three potential ideas that you might like to 
explore in this course. For each potential idea, provide (1) a 
draft title for your assignment; (2) 3-5 sentences explaining 
what the idea is and why you would like to study it; and (3) 
one overarching big question that you’d like to try to 
answer.  
 
Add the name of your UBC Blogs homepage to the end of 
your list of three potential big ideas.   
 

Part 2: Establish your ePortfolio 
 
At this point, your ePortfolio must have:  
(1) a home page with a template or other design, 
with links to your other pages.  
(2) a contact page which includes your name and 
UBC email address. 
(3) an “About” page, with a 100-200 word 
biographic statement.  
(4) at least two other pages, which may at this point 
be blank or in draft stages (for example: interests, 
volunteering, projects, research, academics, skills 
spotlight, resume). Choose useful names for these 
pages—names that demonstrate your awareness that 
your ePortfolio may be viewed by someone who 
has never attended an FNIS100 class.  
 
If you like, you may choose to build your ePortfolio 
using one of the prepared templates.  
 
Note: if you are concerned about privacy, you may 
password protect your ePortfolio, but you must 
supply the password to Daniel.  

September 29 Part 3: Final big idea + Summary 
 
Narrow your list of three down to one final Big Idea, which 
will be the subject of your research and analysis this 
semester.  
 
Write a summary that expands on the exploration that you 

 Part 4: Get creative 
 
Create a post or a page that conveys some sense of 
you as person, in relation to your studies. You 
might embed a YouTube video of you performing, 
dancing, singing, or competing at an event; you 
might upload an image you have created; you might 
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provided in Part 1. You may also find it necessary to 
include some background information in your summary. 
Background information might come from our assigned 
readings, reference works, news sources, prior local or 
family knowledge, or in-class discussion.  
 
Length: one page  
 

add some original poetry or a short story that you 
wrote; you might compose a written reflection of a 
time, place, or practice that is important to you. You 
are not required to create something new, but rather 
you may, if you wish, instead choose to add 
something you’ve made previously. 
 
Ensure that the piece that you choose bears some 
connection to your Big Idea. Show how your past 
has brought you into this classroom and the idea 
that you will investigate.  
 
Share something that you have done that is 
important to you, and then add a brief (200-300 
word) post about your creative work. In your post, 
you should discuss how your creative work relates 
to your FNIS studies, and you should provide some 
context for your work by addressing some of the 
following questions:  
- When and where did you create this work?  
- What skills do you have, which this work 

demonstrates?  
- What about this work makes you most proud? 
- How do you translate your creative work into 

other aspects of your life—such as your 
academic work, volunteer work, or 
employment?    

 
Ensure that this part (and, indeed, all parts) of you 
ePortfolio follow the guidelines for reproducing 
content on the web.  
 
Note: I recommend putting your creative work on a 
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page with a title like “Projects,” “Interests,” 
“Skills”—or, if you prefer, a page with a more 
specific title, such as “Music”, “Writing”, “Soccer” 
or “Running”.  
 
If you wish to upload more than one creative piece, 
please do! Just make sure that you always provide a 
brief post, explaining the context for the piece, its 
connection to your academic work in our class, and 
some reflection on what it says about who you are 
and what you can do or like to do.   
 

October 11 Part 5: Evidence analysis  
 
Interpret or analyze an artifact, artwork, object, text, or 
story—that is, a piece of ‘evidence’—related to your 
selected big idea. There are any number of ways to select 
your evidence: by reading a newspaper or magazine article; 
by listening to a story or a piece of music; by watching a 
film, play or dance; or by going to a library, museum, 
archive, art gallery, or other important site.  
 
In your evidence analysis, you should (1) introduce your 
evidence, explaining what it is, where you located it, and 
how it is related to your big idea (3-5 sentences); (2) offer 
an interpretation of some aspect of your evidence, in which 
you point out some important aspect of your evidence that 
most people wouldn’t notice, offer an explanation of how 
we might understand this important aspect of your 
evidence, and explain to your reader why they should 
believe the explanation that you offer (5-9 sentences); and, 
(3) provide your reader with a sense of the ‘big picture’ 
that this evidence points to—that is, the larger, important 
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discussion to which your evidence analysis contributes one 
small piece (2-3 sentences).  
 
Note: the ‘evidence’ that you discuss in your evidence 
analysis can count as one of the 20 pieces you’ll include in 
your bibliography for your final paper.  
 
Length: 1 to 1.5 pages 
  

October 25 Part 6: Literature Review: Entering a Conversation  
 
You have two options to choose from for this aspect of 
your big idea. The type of big question you’re trying to 
answer will influence the type of literature review you 
choose.  
 
Option 1 - Literature review establishing a controversy 
Your goal is to summarize the perspectives of two or more 
experts who understand your topic in different ways. You 
might answer questions like: Why is this issue 
controversial? Why don’t these experts agree? Is it because 
they define the topic differently? Or do they disagree about 
basic values, assumptions, or beliefs?  
 
Example 1: A student examining the 1914 silent film In the 
Land of the Head Hunters might establish a controversy 
between a scholar who interprets the film as reproducing 
settler-colonial stereotypes, and a scholar who argues that 
the film’s actors resist these stereotypes and instead use the 
license that the film permitted to continue outlawed 
cultural practices, including potlatch rituals. This student 
notes that the experts who disagree in their interpretations 
of the film have different understandings of the power or 

Part 7: Refine your design 
 
Make sure that your ePortfolio looks good. Does it 
include a good mix of text and images? Is it easy to 
navigate? Does it represent you as an intellectual, 
professional, creative, and/or studious person? Will 
the language you’ve used to describe your work 
make sense to someone who isn’t familiar with 
FNIS100? Does it connect your academic work 
(either in FNIS100 or beyond) to other aspects of 
your life? Does it contain some of your best work—
in the examples you provide, and the words you use 
to describe these examples?  
 
In short: what is the story you are telling? And does 
the structure of your site combine with the content 
you have uploaded to tell this story well?  
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agency that the actors had in the film. 
 
Example 2: One of the more controversial issues in Canada 
today is the privatization of Indigenous lands and whether 
or not private ownership would be beneficial to Indigenous 
people in Canada. A student interested in this topic might 
review the activism of political leaders and commentators 
who believe that privatization is a pathway to economic 
independence away from federal authority as well as the 
critique of leaders and researchers who argue that 
privatization largely enriches corporations and private land 
interests and undermines Indigenous cultural, economic, 
and political values. The student would have a wide range 
of meaningful contexts to explore on this complex issue, 
from Indigenous and settler-state economics to political 
structures, cultural values, even language and identity. 
 
Option 2 - A ‘state of the art’ literature review 
Your goal is to determine the current best thinking of 
experts on an issue or question, often as part of a proposal 
to solve a problem. In this role, you research knowledge on 
some contemporary problem and then report what the 
experts currently think. Your larger purpose is to apply this 
knowledge to a current problem. This option works best for 
topics that draw on social sciences, food studies, 
geography, or sports sciences.  
 
Example 1: Start with a question, such as “Does the reserve 
system help or hinder First Nations resurgence?” It’s a 
complex issue with a lot of issues attached to it. Be willing 
to explore a wide range of opinions, and remember that 
people can have very different interpretations of the same 
data, so be sure to treat all reliable sources fairly while 
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assessing not only how they come to their conclusions but 
also what informs their thinking about the issue. Are there 
gaps in the available research? Whose voices are being 
heard, and who is being left out? Do non-Indigenous 
people dominate any of the positions, and if so, why? Are 
Indigenous voices in the majority on any of the positions? 
If so, why? Think carefully about what you’ve found and 
what’s missing–sometimes the absences are as illuminating 
as what’s present in the archive. 

November 1 Part 8: Prospectus 
 
Write a description of the big idea that you have been 
working on. Explain the ‘big picture’ conversation to 
which your work contributes. Emphasize why your 
argument matters—why it is significant or important.  
 
Once you’ve addressed the important conversations that 
your big idea adds to, then discuss how you plan on 
proving your thesis (even if you aren’t yet certain what that 
thesis will be). Explain the body of evidence that you have 
been engaging with, and describe the aspects of that 
evidence that you will focus on. Emphasize what most 
people who read, look at, or think about that body of 
evidence won’t notice, but should pay attention to.  
 
Note: you may draw on, adapt, and develop your 
prospectus to form the introduction of your final paper. 
However, you cannot simply cut-and-paste from this 
document into your final paper! Ensure that you engage 
with and respond to any feedback that you receive.  
 
Length: 2 pages.  
 

Part 9: Prepare to post the final paper 
 
Although you aren’t uploading your paper at this 
point, you should create a post on the page to which 
you’ll later add your final paper.  
 
Write a short (100-200 word) post, addressing a 
reader who isn’t familiar with FNIS100. Describe 
the work you did in this course: your big idea, how 
and why you selected this idea, what you learned, 
and what you’re proud of in your big idea.  
 
You might place this post on a page like “Projects,” 
“Research” or “Academics”.  
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November 10  Part 10: Exploratory reflection  
 
Write a first-person, chronologically organized account of 
your thinking process as your explored the possible 
solutions to the big question that you identified in October.  
 
Since your final paper will require a bibliography of at 
least 10 sources, of which 6 must be scholarly books or 
journal articles, the majority of your exploratory reflection 
should be dedicated to commenting on this material.  
 
Begin by briefly describing what the question was, how 
and why you became interested in it, and why it was 
problematic for you (that is, why you couldn’t answer it 
back in the Fall).  
 
Then, narrate the evolving process of your thinking as you 
contemplated the problem and did your research. Tell the 
story of your search by discussing the following three 
areas:  
- What did your search for resources involve? Did you 

visit the library, a museum, a gallery, an archive, or 
some other site? Who did you speak with about your 
research? What methods did you use to find appropriate 
sources?  

- What did arguments or information did you find along 
the way? Who or what was one of your favourite 
sources of information (i.e. person, or scholarly book or 
journal article)? How would you summarize what you 
learned from that source?  

- How did you make sense of your learning, internally 
and mentally? What were you thinking about? How did 
your ideas evolve? Did you reformulate your topic or 

Part 11: Reflect and connect 
 
Write a brief 200-300 word post analyzing your 
learning this semester. Imagine you are addressing a 
reader who is not familiar with FNIS100. Connect 
what you have learned in this course to issues, 
concepts, or concerns that someone who isn’t a part 
of our class might understand. If you like, you may 
also choose to connect your learning in this course 
to what you’ve learned in other courses, or to some 
aspect of your life or experience outside of 
academia.  
 
You might place this post on a page like “Research” 
or “Academics”.   
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change your find? Was anything especially confusing? 
Did you have any ‘aha!’ moments? 

 
For this essay, it doesn’t matter whether you reach a final 
position or solve the problem; that is, this kind of ‘essay’ 
doesn’t have a thesis. Your reader is interested in your 
process, not your final product. Make your exploratory 
essay an interesting intellectual detective story—something 
your reader will enjoy. 
 
Length: 2-3 pages 
 

December 1 Part 12: Final Paper  
 
This is a seven- to ten-page discussion of what you have 
learned about your big idea over the course, how you went 
about the research process, how various course materials 
were relevant to your thinking about the big idea, and 
future directions for the things you have learned through 
the course and this assignment. This is where you show us 
just what you learned and why it matters. Assessment of 
this component will be based on how well you address 
these various issues (especially course connections to the 
topic), quality of writing, and clear evidence of deep and 
sustained thought about your big idea. 
 
As you consult various sources of information (books, 
newspapers, scholarly journals, interviewees, etc.), you 
will develop a research bibliography that anyone could 
consult to follow up on your research.  See the Purdue 
University Online Writing Lab (OWL) for APA and MLA 
examples (under “Research and Citation”): 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/.  The numbers of 

ePortfolio complete 
 
Upload a PDF of your final paper to the post you 
wrote in Part 9.  
 
Remember, your ePortfolio is yours: you can (and 
should) add to your collection of completed ‘best 
work’ as you progress through your academic 
career. Customize your ePortfolio so that it reflects 
your skills, interests, and accomplishments.  
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consulted texts will vary, but should include a good range 
of at least ten items, including at least three scholarly 
books and three academic journal articles.   

 
Portions of the assignment descriptions above are adapted from John C. Bean and Maryellen Weimer’s Engaging Ideas: The 
Professor's Guide to Integrating Writing, Critical Thinking, and Active Learning in the Classroom (Jossey-Bass, 2011).  
 
Note: rather than providing students with a nine-page PDF, this assignment was posted online, with each step in the process (and each 
due date) given its own page.  


